
that should unite us, not separate us. Their work in the end divides our 
communities. They always try to provoke problems in the communities. 
Each one with their interpretation that people shouldn't eat meat, or par­
ticipate in community celebrations, or that children shouldn't go to 
school to get this kind of education or that kind of education, or that we 
shouldn't participate in community work. They present the communal 
life as oppressive. Tequio [community work] is free labor. They say no 
one should work for free, so we should not participate in tequio. But we 
say we should in this case, because the work is for the community as a 
whole. This is a collision between a collective approach that is the basis 
of our communities and an individual approach." 

Rebirth Of Mayan Spirituality 
Last year, for the first time in decades, hundreds of Mayan Indians 

gathered in the mountains of Guatemala to celebrate the Mayan New 
Year. In sacred places priests called daykeepers offered tallow candles 
and marigolds, burned incense and spices, and gave thanks for the 
dawn, for the earth, and for the ancestors. 

"There are about 3,000 young daykeepers now," explained one of 
them. "Because in these last years we have been paralyzed by so much 
fear and repression, we started looking for something real that belongs to 
us, that's part of the earth, and that we haven't found in other religions." 

Since 1979, countless numbers of Indians have disappeared and 
have been killed in Guatemala and many Indian villages have been 
destroyed. Two hundred thousand Guatemalans are living in exile and 
over one million are displaced within the country. 

Becoming a daykeeper involves training with an elder for several 
years to learn the traditions of Popul Vuh, the ancient Maya scripture. 
Daykeepers learn the intricate Mayan calendar and how to interpret ill­
nesses, omens, dreams, and other messages. Daykeepers are sought out 
by other Indians for their counsel, and they fast and conduct pilgrimages 
in the mountains to pray for members of the community. Their work is 
to bring what is dark into "white clarity," just as the gods of Popul Vuh 
first brought the world itself to life. 

>~ 

"It is very hard for prisoners to keep up with most of what is going on 'back in the 
world.' You can watch television and see things on the news, but that is usually not the 
TRU1H, and very often iUs only part of the whole story that is told to give people an 
incorrect impression of what is really going on. The facts and information that you shared 
with us are very important. Without this knowledge that you brought to us, that you shared 
with us, we would remain very ignorant about the >things that are happening to our 
brothers down south, to you and to your people." 

~David Leavitte, Native Spiritual Circle, Folsom State Prison, in a letter to SAIIC. 
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