The Nightmare and Hope
for Tomorrow

“Acteal is the symbal of a war of extermina-
tion, the (e government response o the
just demands of the Indigenous peoples of
Mexico. But Acteal is also the symbol of the
struggle of two efforts: that of the govern-
mend which seeks to make impunity and
forgetfulness triumph, and that of civil soci-
ety, which demands true justice and refuses
to forget the worst crime of the last 30
vears. And the struggle for memory and jus-
tice is the struggle for a just peace.”

-Communiquéd from the Clandesting
Revolutionary Indigenous Committee-
General Command of the Zapatista Army
of National Liberation, January 12, 1998

hese words from a recent Zapatista

communiqué succinctly sum up

the sitation in Chiapas since the
December 22, 1997 massacre of 45
Tzotzil Indians in the village of Acteal
What is clear from these few lines, and
recent evidence, is that the massacre at
Acteal was not an isolated incident, nor
was it the product of inter-community
conflict as the Mexican government
would like us 1o believe. It was a careful-
Iy planned act executed by the hired gun-
men of local PRI bosses, and in complici-
ty with state and even federal authorities,
Despite all their rhetorie, the Mexican
government cannol hide the wruth thar
Acteal was the owmgrowth of a larger
framework of violence and terror created
by the more than 60,000 Mexican troops
in Chiapas, and by government spon-
sored paramilitary groups who have acted
with impunity for more than 3 years. The
sole intention of the Mexican govern-
ments campalgn since 1994 has been to
repress Indigenous peoples and their
rights and hopes for a new Mexico

Despite the silence of mainsiream

media outside of Mexico, the blood of the
Indigenous has not stopped flowing, nor
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has the terror and military stranglehold
on the communities in Chiapas ceased.
The Mexican governmemts low-intensity
war that has already clumed the lives of
more than 1500 people since 1994, con-
tinues. Thiny-three Zapatista communi-
ties have bormn the brunt of at least 44
armed and fllegal incursions by federal
troops since December Ilnd. In all of
these cases, soldicrs ransacked homes
looking for weapons, imterrogaed and
even toriured some restdents in their
search for the Zapatista leadership and
insurgents. On  January 12th, State
Security police opened fire on protesters
in Ocosingo, killing a 25 year old
Indigenous woman and wounding her
baby In addition three Zapatista sympa-
thizers were found hung weeks later, For
all the government rhetoric regarding the
elforts 1o bring the guilty of Acteal to jus-
tice, one must ask why the federal army
insists upon terrorizing Indigenous com-
munities under the pretext of lookirig for
weapons, when the pro-government
paramilitary groups and the Mexican mil-
itary remain free and are allowed to con-
duct the business of dirty low-intensity
war as usual

The answer is clear-while the Mexican
government talks peace it makes war. It
makes war because i can not and will not
implement the San Andres Agreements
on Indigenous Rights and Culture. These
unfulfilled peace accords, signed by both
the Zapatistas and the Federal govern-
ment in 1996, pose a tremendous threar
and contradiction to the current reality of
power and economic globalization in
Mexico under the PRI The implementa-
tion of the San Andres Agreements, the
product of the dialogue and consensus of
representatives of the fifiy-six differen:
Indigenous nations in Mexico and the
Zapatistas, would give the more than 12
million Indigenas in México the right 1o
seli-determination and auwtonomy It
would represent a historic and unprece-
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dented step wowards redeflining the rela-
ticnship of the Mexican state to Indian
peoples, and would give Indian peoples
the right to implement their own lorms of
self-governance. Such rights would
inevitably lead to broader participation of
Indians peoples in the policies that aflect
their communities. The agreements
would also give Indian peoples the right
to control their lands and the resources
within them, as well as the right 10 retain
and murture their diverse cultures, histo-
ries and languages. Finally it would open
the door 1o broader and mone profound
changes within the nation as a whole and
allow for the possibility of a new Mexico,
in parnership with the Indigenous and
all Mexican peoples.

The San Andres Agreements were
designed 1o end the continued oppres-
sion, marginalization and exploitation of
Indigenous peoples that colonization
brought to the Americas. Yet it is clear
that the Mexican government  has 100
much 1o lose by acknowledging the legit-
imacy of the Zapatistas demands for a life
of dignity in Mexico-land, housing, work,
food, education, health care, autonomy,
democracy, libernty, justice and peace

First it would be an admission that
neoliberal economic policies, codified in
MAFTA, have not helped the extreme lev-
els of poverty and misery sulfered by the
majerity  in Mexico,  Secondly, the
Mexican government would jeopardize
its ability and access 1o straegic naaral
resources within rich Indigenous lands,
such as those in Chiapas. For example,
Chiapan oil accounts for 81.2% ol
Mexicos crude exporis, 68.6% of s
petroleum derivatives and 90.6% of its
petrochemicals. Chiapas also produces
55% of Mexicos hydroclectricity and
contains 20% of its bio-diversity in the
Lacandon jungle. Finally, to justly meet
the demands of the Indigenous peoples
would not mean making minor adjust-

Continuwe on page 35
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Continued from page 26

dimensions ino environmental impact
assessment processes of research insti-
tutes, multilateral institutions, govern-
ments, eic

. Develop standards and guidelines
for the protection, maintenance and
development of indigenous knowledge,
which: a) facilitate the development of sui
generis  systems of protection for
Indigenous knowledge according to
indigenous customary laws, values and
world view b) recognize the concept of
the collective rights of Indigenous
Peoples and incorporate this in all nation-
al and international legislation ¢) take
into account and incorporate existing
Indigenous Peoples' political and legal
systems and Indigenous Peoples’ custom-
ary use of resources d) recognize tradi-
tional agricultural systems of Indigenous
Peoples ¢) involve Indigenous Peoples in
the development of research guidelines
and standards

7. Develop siandards and guidelines
for the prevention of biopiracy, the mon-
itoring of bioprospecting and access to
genetic resources; a) affect a moratorium
on all bioprospecting and/or collection of
biological materials in the territories of
Indigenous Peoples and protected areas
and patenting based on these collections
until acceptable sui generis systems are
established b) affect 2 moratonium on the
registering of knowledge ) recognize the
nghts of Indigenous Peoples’ to access
and repatniate genetic materials held in all
ex-situ collections, such as gene banks,
herbariums and botanical gardens.

8. Ensure the sharing of the benefits
derived from the use of indigenous
knowledge includes other nghts, obliga-
tions and responsibilities such as land
rights and the maintenance of Indigenous
cultures 1o facilitate the wansmission of
knowledge, innovations, practices and
values to future generations

9. Ensure that relevamt provisions of
international mechanisms and agree-
ments of direct relevance to the imple-
mentation of article 8j. and related arti-
cles, such as the Trade Related
Intellectual Property agreement of the
World Trade Organization, the European
Union directive on the patenting of life
forms, the Human Genome Diversity
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Project, the Human Genome Declaration
of the UNESCO, the FAO Commission
on Plant Genetic Resources and national
and regional intellectual propeny rights
legislation under development, incorpo-
rate the rights and concerns of
Indigenous Peoples as expressed in the
ILO  Convention 169, the Dralt
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, the Kari Oca Declaration, the
Mataatua  Declaration, the Santa Cruz
Declaration, the Leticia Declaration and
Plan of Action, the Treaty for a Life Forms
Patent Free Pacific and previous state-
ments of Indigenous Forums convened at
previous CBD/COP and imersessional
meetings.

10. Provide material and non-materi-
al support mechanisms and incentives to
Indigenous Peoples for capacity building
initiatives towards: a) the development of
sui genernis systems based on indigenous
customary laws for the protection and
promotion of Indigenous knowledge,
innovations and practices b) mstnutional
sirengthening and negotialing capacity c)
locally comtrolled policy, research and
development strategies and activities for
the maintenance and development of
Indigenons knowledge

11. Require the revitalization and
maintenance of Indigenous languages as
part of the implementation of article 8j.
and related anicles and suppont the
development of educational systems
based on indigenous values and world
view, including the establishment of an
Indigenous university.

12. Require that research and devel-
opment activities in the realm of
Indigenous Peoples' knowledge, practices
and innovation systems are given the
same financial and policy suppor as "lor-
mal sciemiific® research and development
activities.

13. Prowide material and non-materi-
al incentives for maintaining and enhanc-
ing biodiversity, including land rights and
the recognition of achicvements by
Indigenous Pecples in protecting biodi-
versity.
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ments and reforms 1o the Mexican state,
rather it would be admitting that what is
needed is a radical transformation to the
corrupt structures of power in Mexico
that have been dominated by the more
than 70 year old PRI dictatorship. It
would mean allowing for not only the
Zapatistas, but all of Mexican civil soci-
ety to have the nght o mnsform the
government into something that would
govern by obeying the needs and con-
sensus of the Mexican people, rather
than conuinue to be medimor of elite
global business inerests and an nstru-
ment of repression

Unfortunately Mexico acts with the
reassurances of its trade partners, the
United States and Canada. The only
thing standing in the way of Mexicos
unacceptable policy towards Indigenous
peoples is civil society both in Mexico
and globally Civil society through both
its political will and actions can put an
end 10 this genocidal war. The
Indigenous people are clear that the
solution will come from nowhere else.
nar can they do i alene, “Neither peace
nor justice will come from the govern-
ment. They will come from civil society,
from its initiatives, from its mobiliza-
tions. To her, to you, we speak today™®

Crysted Echobowt & o member of the Prwnes Natiza, why
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srpeaizing North kowricon lndew comempnities o suppert the
ghroggles of Indigneour proples in Mixics.



