
SAIIC: What are the current issues that your community faces? 
NILDA: Now the people from the city of Cuzco want to construct an airport in the 

valley where Chincheros is located. The business people of Cuzco want the airport 
constructed without giving any importance to the people of Chincheros. Our town and 
lands will be destroyed. But now more and more, we Indians are becoming organized, so 
we can fight and resist these things such as the airport. Before, the Indian people 
were like a kind of slave or employee who was worth nothing, who shouldn't ask questions 
or give opinions to those who were the bosses. But now this kind of organization has 
changed. 

SAIIC: What has made this change? 
NILDA: 
SAIIC: 

The young people are learning more year after year. 
Perhaps there will be a better future? 

NILDA: Yes, but who knows? Now with the economic situation, we don't really know 
what is going to happen. The devaluation is too much; it is incredibly exaggerated. In 
1981 the sol exchange rate was 450 per dollar. Now it is 10,000 per dollar. It is an 
extremely grave problem. Every child who is born in Peru has debts from the time he or 
she is born. From the time he or she is in the womb, they have debts that can never be 
repaid by the time they die, no matter how hard they work. We have to work each day to 
repay these debts. It is an impossible situation. 

SAIIC: Do you have a message for Indian people in the United States? 
NILDA: Yes. It is a pleasure to give a warm greeting from a Peruvian Indian from 

the Cuzco area, from a very small community where there are many weavers and where we 
work growing corn and potatoes. 

***URGENT BULLETIN*** 

The missionary Irma Cleusa, coordinator of the Regional Indigenous Council of Puru 
in northern Brazil, was found assassinated May 3. Indian leaders have accused local 
landowners of her death. 

BOLIVIA 

From Boletin Chitakolla (subscription $10; send a bank order to Sr. Eduardo Genaro 
Conde Quispe, Casilla 20214, Correa Central, La Paz, Bolivia): 

"Bolvian President H. Siles Suazo has indicated that national elections will be 
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