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BRAZIL

Stopping The
Clearing Of
Timber From
Indigenous Lands

For decades, loggers have invaded
Indigenous lands in Brazil with impumnity,
creating violent confrontations with Indian
people, and devastating the environment.
Now, a Brazillan judge has ordered a halt to
timber exiraction from Indian lands in the
eastern Amazon state of Pard.

According to estimates, between 1985
and 1990, over 640,000 cublc meters of valu-
able mahogany were extracted from Indian
lands in Pari, which required the construe-
tion of over 3000 lom of {llegal logging roads.

To halt the logging, a suit was filed by
the Nucleus for Indigenous Rights, based in
Brasilia. The decision, on January 15, 1993
by Federal Judge Selene Maria de Almeida,
calls for an immediate closing of the logging

Apyterewa, and Trincheira Bacaja, it also
requires the Brazilian government to set up
permanent checkpoints to ensure that the
loggers do not reenter the zone,

Omne recent conllict between loggers
and an Indian community resulted in the
shooting death of Domingos Paulino, a Gaviio
Pukobye who had tried to stop a truck carry-
ing an fllegal shipment of wood from passing
through his people’s land in Maranho. The
wood had been cut from the nearby Guajajara
reserve, where Indians had agreed to sell
timber for very low prices. Most of this wood
is used to produce charcoal, which fuels the
pig iron processing plants which are Part of
the Greater Carajas mineral zone.
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