
Indians and poor latinos, organized in CUC, 
urgently denounce the following atrocious crimes before 
their people and the international community: 

1. Each day the pain and anguish suffered by 
their families, as a result of governmental repression, 
increases. In the month of June, the number of assassina
tions rose to 198, in addition to 20 kidnappings and 49 
wounded in political violence. In the countryside, the 
kidnapping of Maria Mejia and the aggression on the 
part of the civil patrols against the government's Adjunct 
Ombudsman for Human Rights in Parraxtut, Sacapulas; 
the attack made on the Mutual Support Group (GAM) in 
Xepol, Chichicastenango; and the military sweeps carried 
out by civil patrollers in Huehuetenango, Solola, El 
Quiche, and other departments, add to the list of repres
sive actions. 

2. Soldiers have threatened the communities of 
Zacualpa, El Quiche, saying that they are ready to carry 
out massacres like those of 1981, '82, and '83, which left 
hundreds of widows and clandestine mass graves. In the 
township of Chimatzat, Zacualpa, on July 12 at 3:00AM, 
soldiers dressed as civilians kidnapped Samuel de la 
Cruz Gomez, and beat his wife, Ignacia de la Cruz 
Gomez, and son, Genaro de la Cruz Gomez (age 16). In 
addition, they stole money and other belongings from the 
family. To justify the kidnapping, uniformed soldiers 
arrived five minutes later to say that guerrillas had 
carried out the kidnapping. With methods like these, 
they try to fool people and force them to participate in 
the illegal Civil Patrols. The army has occupied several 
townships of Zacualpa and San Andres. It is increasingly 
clear that the government and army are getting ready for 
another massacre like that of El Aguacate, 
Chimaltenango (November,l988). 

3. On July 1, two civil patrol commanders, Santos 
Chic Us and Catalina Juarez, of Joyabaj, El Quiche, sent a 
death threat to department authorities to force them to 
oblige Tomas Lares Ciprian to join the Civil Patrol. Mr. 
Lares Ciprian has been struggling for his constitutional 
right to refuse to participate in the Civil Patrols. 

4. In Chichicastenango, El Quiche, the military 
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commander is threatening people so that they will lie to 
reporters about the truth of military repression in the 
community. The army is also harassing members of the 
community who are organizing development committees 
and is keeping a strict watch on the markets in order to 
control how much food people buy. In the township of 
Chipaca Primero of Chichicastenango, Juan Tiriquiz 
Perez, 47 years old, was assassinated on July 8. 

5. Thousands of displaced families are suffering 
aerial and land-based bombings, while on foot the army 
has destroyed many of their crops and houses. In the 
ghettos of the cities, threats and persecution against these 
displaced families are increasing. 

6. Believing that the recent Presidential elections 
would divert attention from these abuses, the govern
ment and the army began a repressive campaign against 
the leaders and members of Indian, campesino, and 
popular organizations like CERJ, CUC, CONAVIGUA 
(Guatemalan National Widows Committee), GAM, coopera
tives, catechists, all of those who are struggling to throw 
off the illegal Civil Patrols and to provide a little more 
food for their children. Through this campaign of terror, 
they are trying to justify a policy of repression in the 
upcoming months, supposedly to control the violent 
situation which they, themselves have created. 

Faced with the tragic situation in which they live, 
Guatemalans call on all governments, non-governmental 
organizations, human rights organizations, and people 
everywhere, to put pressure on the Guatemalan govern
ment and the army to investigate these crimes and 
punish those responsible for violating their human 
rights. 
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