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Second International Indigenous Forum
On Biodiversity and the Convention
on Biological Diversity Workshop

THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 15 THE FIRST INTERNATIONALLY BINDING AGREEMENT LOOSELY REQUIRING IT'S 165 MEMBER NATIONS TO
SUSTAINABLY USE THE WORLDS BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY. THE AGREEMENT WaAS OPENED FOR SIGNATURE IN JUNE 1692 AT THE
EartH Susmam in Fi0 DE JANEIRD, AND HAD RECEVED 168 SIGMATURES BY JUNE 4 OF 1693

people from around the world met

at the Second Imemational Forum
on Biodiversity in Madrid, Spain to pre-
pare a proposal for the Traditional
Knowledge and Biological Diversity of the
Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) Workshop, which was held from
Mov. 24th 1o the 28th. The Workshop
focused on the implementation of Anicle
8}, as planned at the third Conference of
Parties (COP) in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
the previous year in Movember 1996.

F rom Movember 20-23, Indigenous

Whar follows is the proposal drafted by
the Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity
and submitted to the Workshop on
Traditional Knowledge and Biological
Diversity. The results from  the
Imemational Indigenous forum will be
presented to the Fourth Conference of
Panties in Bratislava, Slovakia, in May of
1998,

Working document on the
implementation of article 8j.
and related articles

PREAMBLE

Indigenous Peoples come from the land and
have been given our life through the land.
We do not relate to the land that we came
Jrom as property, we relate to the land as
our Mother. That the land is our Mother
cannot be denied, fust as it cannot be denied
that our human mother is our mother. In
this respect we as Indigenous Peoples have
responsibilities to honor and nurture our
Earth to ensure that she can continue to
give us life. Our role and responsibility is to
protect our Mother Earth from destruction
and abusive treatment, just as we would
defend our human mother. In carrying out
this responsibility over a period of thou-
sands of vears, we have become a central
component of the biodiversity of the Earth

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
ELEMENTS FOR THE
FORMULATION OF A WORK
PROGRAM

1. Ensure that the implementation of
article 8), and related anticles, take into
consideration the cxisting Indigenous
declarations and proposals, including the
Draft Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous  Peoples, the Kari Oca
Declaration, the Mataatua Declaration,
the Santa Cruz Declaration, the Leticia
Declaration and Plan of Action, the Treaty
for a Life Forms Patent Free Pacific, the
Ukupseni Kuna Yala Declaration, and
previous statements of Indigenous
Forums convened at previous CBDACOP
and intersessional meetings.

2. Ensure Indigenous Peoples’ full
and meaningful panicipation in the
implementation of anticle 8. and related
articles: a) recognize Indigenous Peoples
as Parties 10 the Convention on Biological
Diversity b) adopt the recommendation
of the Second International Indigenous
Forum to establish an Indigenous
Peoples’ Working Group <) involve the
Indigenous Peoples’ Working Group in
the interpretation and implementation of
article 8). and related articles, including
the monitoring of the compliance of the
Parties to the Convention to their obliga-
vons under the Convention d) develop
mechanisms 1o ensure  Indigenous
Peoples' participation in decision making
processes at the international level (UN,
COP, IFF, etc.) ¢) develop mechanisms 1o
ensure Indigenous Peoples’ panicipation
in decision making processes at the
national level, including the development
and implementation of legislation, envi-
ronmental action plans and impact stud-
ies [) develop mechanisms to ensure the
full pamicipation of Indigenous Peoples
in 3ate Panies’ strategies to designate and
manage protected arcas g) incorporate
the right to objection in all mechanisms

o ensure Indigenous Peoples’ participa-
tion h) incorporate the right to [ree and
prior informed consent in all mechanisms
o ensure Indigenous Peoples’ participa-
non

3. Develop mechanisms 1o ensure the
full and equal panticipation of Indigenous
women in all processes related 1o the
implementation of the Convention, and
support the unique responsibilities of
Indigenous women in the caring of their
traditional lands and termitories and the
protection of biodiversity

4. Develop mechanisms and process-
es to ensure Indigenous Peoples’

control over lands and territories to
affect the protection and enhancement of
biodiversity; a) recognize the inalienable
a prioni rights of Indigenous Peoples b)
recognize the relationship that exists
between the lands and territories of
Indigenous Peoples and their knowledge,
innovations and praciices relating 1o bio-
diversity ¢) develop processes 10 repatri-
ate the lands and territories of Indigenous

Peoples.

5. Incorporate indigenous customary
TESOUrce Uses, management and pracices
into sustainable development plans, poli-
cies and processes at intemational and
national levels, recognizing transbound-
ary issues imporant to  Indigenous
Peoples: a) encourage multilateral institu-
tions, international agencies, researnch
institutions and non-government organi-
zations to involve indigenous knowledge,
innevations and practices related to the
use and management of resources in their
plans and programs b) establish an
indigenous global biodiversity monitor-
ing system based on carly warning sys-
tems using indigenous knowledge with
the backing of satellite 1echnology and
geographic  information  systems <)
require the incorporation of indigenous
perspectives and soctal and cultural
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dimensions ino environmental impact
assessment processes of research insti-
tutes, multilateral institutions, govern-
ments, eic

. Develop standards and guidelines
for the protection, maintenance and
development of indigenous knowledge,
which: a) facilitate the development of sui
generis  systems of protection for
Indigenous knowledge according to
indigenous customary laws, values and
world view b) recognize the concept of
the collective rights of Indigenous
Peoples and incorporate this in all nation-
al and international legislation ¢) take
into account and incorporate existing
Indigenous Peoples' political and legal
systems and Indigenous Peoples’ custom-
ary use of resources d) recognize tradi-
tional agricultural systems of Indigenous
Peoples ¢) involve Indigenous Peoples in
the development of research guidelines
and standards

7. Develop siandards and guidelines
for the prevention of biopiracy, the mon-
itoring of bioprospecting and access to
genetic resources; a) affect a moratorium
on all bioprospecting and/or collection of
biological materials in the territories of
Indigenous Peoples and protected areas
and patenting based on these collections
until acceptable sui generis systems are
established b) affect 2 moratonium on the
registering of knowledge ) recognize the
nghts of Indigenous Peoples’ to access
and repatniate genetic materials held in all
ex-situ collections, such as gene banks,
herbariums and botanical gardens.

8. Ensure the sharing of the benefits
derived from the use of indigenous
knowledge includes other nghts, obliga-
tions and responsibilities such as land
rights and the maintenance of Indigenous
cultures 1o facilitate the wansmission of
knowledge, innovations, practices and
values to future generations

9. Ensure that relevamt provisions of
international mechanisms and agree-
ments of direct relevance to the imple-
mentation of article 8j. and related arti-
cles, such as the Trade Related
Intellectual Property agreement of the
World Trade Organization, the European
Union directive on the patenting of life
forms, the Human Genome Diversity
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Project, the Human Genome Declaration
of the UNESCO, the FAO Commission
on Plant Genetic Resources and national
and regional intellectual propeny rights
legislation under development, incorpo-
rate the rights and concerns of
Indigenous Peoples as expressed in the
ILO  Convention 169, the Dralt
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, the Kari Oca Declaration, the
Mataatua  Declaration, the Santa Cruz
Declaration, the Leticia Declaration and
Plan of Action, the Treaty for a Life Forms
Patent Free Pacific and previous state-
ments of Indigenous Forums convened at
previous CBD/COP and imersessional
meetings.

10. Provide material and non-materi-
al support mechanisms and incentives to
Indigenous Peoples for capacity building
initiatives towards: a) the development of
sui genernis systems based on indigenous
customary laws for the protection and
promotion of Indigenous knowledge,
innovations and practices b) mstnutional
sirengthening and negotialing capacity c)
locally comtrolled policy, research and
development strategies and activities for
the maintenance and development of
Indigenons knowledge

11. Require the revitalization and
maintenance of Indigenous languages as
part of the implementation of article 8j.
and related anicles and suppont the
development of educational systems
based on indigenous values and world
view, including the establishment of an
Indigenous university.

12. Require that research and devel-
opment activities in the realm of
Indigenous Peoples' knowledge, practices
and innovation systems are given the
same financial and policy suppor as "lor-
mal sciemiific® research and development
activities.

13. Prowide material and non-materi-
al incentives for maintaining and enhanc-
ing biodiversity, including land rights and
the recognition of achicvements by
Indigenous Pecples in protecting biodi-
versity.
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ments and reforms 1o the Mexican state,
rather it would be admitting that what is
needed is a radical transformation to the
corrupt structures of power in Mexico
that have been dominated by the more
than 70 year old PRI dictatorship. It
would mean allowing for not only the
Zapatistas, but all of Mexican civil soci-
ety to have the nght o mnsform the
government into something that would
govern by obeying the needs and con-
sensus of the Mexican people, rather
than conuinue to be medimor of elite
global business inerests and an nstru-
ment of repression

Unfortunately Mexico acts with the
reassurances of its trade partners, the
United States and Canada. The only
thing standing in the way of Mexicos
unacceptable policy towards Indigenous
peoples is civil society both in Mexico
and globally Civil society through both
its political will and actions can put an
end 10 this genocidal war. The
Indigenous people are clear that the
solution will come from nowhere else.
nar can they do i alene, “Neither peace
nor justice will come from the govern-
ment. They will come from civil society,
from its initiatives, from its mobiliza-
tions. To her, to you, we speak today™®

Crysted Echobowt & o member of the Prwnes Natiza, why
wocks for the Noticas! (ammisuiss for Dumacrecy is Minic.
Ske crended the Usraesty of Sussec in Brightce, Fngiond
where she rompleted both o Bachelors in Histery ood o
Rasters in Social ond Political Mhooght, ond wrote her thesss
o the Zopatistas. la September 1996, the wos esked 1o join
the Motth Americon Indian Diefagation fo the United Notiza’s
Working Group on the Oraft Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenows Paoples in Genva. In Decamber of thot yeor, she
fravefed fo Lo Reolided Chizpes, Méxire and produced o
comprabensive briifing raport regording the sitvation ia
(hicpes. Since she bos beea working with NCDM, Crystal bes
iroveled sotigewidy ba refie renccicusness eod mekilize poo-
e areend e Jopet sggle, epeosly fcusiog o2
srpeaizing North kowricon lndew comempnities o suppert the
ghroggles of Indigneour proples in Mixics.



