
News from S~IIC ... 
S 

AIIC is tn the midst of many 
changes. We h.-·e changed our 
name to the South and Meso 

American Indian Rights Center to bet· 
ter rcOcct the focus of our activit<>. Wlule 
infonnation gathering and dissemination 
continue to be major projects for us. the 
new name describes more clearly our role 
in International organizing: to fight for 
Indian peoples' rights. In a more concr<te 
change. we will also be mo,1ng tn 
No"ember to new office spaces at 171'1 
Fmnkhn (3rd Floor). also in downtown 
Oakland. Tins large new sp3cc "111 acco· 
modate our expanded team or amcms and 
volunteers. 

0\'CT the summer, we have focused 
largely on Issues o f biodiversity conserva· 
tion and Intellectual property rights. 
which are receiving increasing interna
tional attention. SAIIC board member 
and Cultuml Sur\-ival-Canada. exccutl\'e 
din:ctor. Alejandro Arnaru Argumedo 
spent se\'Cml weeks here in Oakland p3r· 
ticapaung 10 e\'tnlS relating to these 1ssues 
and planntng for our upcoming workhop 
on ''Indigenous peoples, Customary 
Law and 'Intellectual Property Rights."' 

This workshop " ;II take place in corly 
1995 and will bring together Indigenous 
peoples from Nonh and South America 
who arc facing constant thrtats to theor 
survi"al as cuhures of the land. The work· 
shop \\111 be an opponunoty for 
lnd.g<nous peoples to dC\·elop pohey and 
suateg~es to enhance their struggles for 
ad,·ancing inherent rights and protecting 
blo-cultural resources and spiritual values. 

SAIIC assisted in organizing a plan· 
ning meeting of the Coord inating 
Committee or Indigenous women of 
Meso nnd South America. which took 
ploce in Boliva this june. SAIIC Mil con· 
tinue pan•dp3t1ng m the steering com-
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rninee as international relat1ons coordina
tor. SAIIC board member and women's 
project coordinator. Wam Alderete fur· 
thercd her information g.11henng on tm· 
ditional health systems and auended a 
conference on women and traditional 
health hosted by Way\1 Indians this 
September in Venezuela. In conjunction 
with The Book Publishing Comp3ny. we 
ha'" published the second edition of the 
women's book "Daughters of t\bya Yala" . 

For the fifth consccuuve ytar. Nilo 
Cayuqueo represented SAIIC at the UN 
Working Group on Indigenous Peoples 
meeting in GenC\•a. He also helped orga· 
nizc a planning meeting for 1he 
Coordinating Committee of Indigenous 
Nations and Organizations of the 
Continent (CONIC) in Bolivia. 

St\IIC is pleased to announce that 
Marcos Yoc, Maya·Caqchiquel from 
Guatemala, mil be joining the board of 
dtrectors. Marcos has been :acuve m the 
Chtmahenango area and works m Maya 
education. 

David Tecklin will be l<aving the 
SAIIC Office Coordinator position to 
renew work with forest conservation 
issues. Cheryl Musch will be managing 
the office through the winter. 

We are also happy to welcome 
MacArthur Foundation Fellow Marc 
Becker here to work wuh us for the next 
y<ar. Marc ,viii be using h•s extensive 
experience with computer nctworklng to 
help us exp3nd our inforrnauon systems 
via the internet. Marc li\'ed in Ecuador 
last year. where he will return ngain next 
)'C:rtr to finish research for his disscnation. 

St\IIC has established on electronic con· 
terence on PeaceNet called S(liic.indio. \Ve 
\viii be po&ing a voriety of new and histor· 
leal infonnation on St\IICs acth~ties and 
the Indian mo\'ement m thiS conference. 
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The full text o( the &rbados Ill Declamtlon 
e.•cerpted u1 th•s 1SSue has been po&ed 
there in English and Sp3nish. To join 
PeaccNet. c:~ll ('115) 442.{)220. If you 
already ha"e all Internet e-mail account rou 
can be placed on a mailing list to receh'C the 
postings to the SAIIC conference by send· 
ing a note which simply s.1ys "subscribe 
saiic·l .. to majordomo®igc.apc.org. 

Over the summer, SAIIC has also been 
\'try busy Implementing se\'ernl organiza· 
tiona) str.ueg•es m order to strengthen our 
work. We completed one of the two pub
lic awareness c:amp.•igns planned for thiS 
)"ear. Approximately 5.000 people in the 
San Fmncisco 6.1y t\rea received news and 
information about SAIIC-most likely for 
the first time. This effort will also help to 
finance the second planned public aware· 
ness campaign targeting approximately 
200 foundations in the United States. 
Broadening our base of subscribers to the 
journal IS cn1ieal m our move tov .. ard 
more self-sustaLnabLiity. You can help 
with this elTon b)• sending us the names 
and addresses of anyone who might be 
interested in receiving infonnation about 
SAIIC and Abya Yala News. 

You are cordially invited to 
SAIIC's Offlce Warming Party 

1714 Franklin, 3rd A. 
Monday. December 14. 1995 

6:00-1 O:OOpm 
Refreshments Mil be served. Office 
\vonning gifts glad I)' accepted. 

We still need office equipment, 
including: modems, a scanner, 
Macintosh or 486 PC computers. 
as well as a lithe usual items. 
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