BOLIVIA

Indians Seek
representation •1n Peasant
Confederation
Interview with Genaro Oliver,

CSUTCB
The follow ing is an tlltervtew with
Cena:ro Oliver. an active member qf the Con·
federaJ:(l)n of CompesiJlo UniOns of Bolivia
(CSUTCB). We spok e w ith him t1l Genoa. Italy
tJt August 1992. at the Soconas/lnoomlndlos
meeting ofEuropean organiZaltons tJt solldar·
ily wllh the Indian NatiOns of the Amerk:an
ConttJtenL We offer Mr. Oliver's perspective as
a new current wlthtll the CSUTCB. His matll
tenant Is that the Campestllo ConfederatiOn
must consider the reality qfe thniC identity.

SAIIC: Who do you represent Genaro
Ollver?

"The name
'Confederation
of·Campesino
Unions' shows
the lack of
genuine
representation
of the
Indigenous
peo ple of
Bolivia"
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Genaro Ollver: I am a member of the
Confederation of Campes!no UnJons of Bo·
Uvta (CSlJI'CB). The CSlJI'CB IS organ.lzlng
the First Meeting of Natlonalltles In October
1992. This First Meeting seeks to bring together aU I.n dlgenous Peoples of Bo!Ma. and
Us main objectiveIs to regain the participation
of the lndJgenous Peoples that have not been
taken Into account by the Campeslno Confed·
eratlon.
Thename"ConfederatlonofCampeslno
Untons · s hows the lack of genuine representation ofthe lndJgenous people of Bo!Ma. The
name Indicates that the organ.tzatlon represents "untons·. and unions were tmported
from Europe. The term "campeslno" (peas·
ant) Is antmposed nameasweU.In the "lndJgenous Peoples Meeting" we would Uke to reestabUsh our ancient ways of organiZing ourselves.

SAIIC: What Is the Labor Confederation of Bollv!a's (COB) position?
GO: The COB Is rethlnk!ng some Is·
sues. IftheCampeslno Confederation tries to
reestabUsh contactwtth Its lndJgenousbase.
theCOBwlllalsohavetoaddressthetssueof
representation. At the moment It only represents waged workers but not lndJgenous
Peoples.
SAIIC: Do you belleve that out of the
meeting a larger entity wlll artse. maybe an
entity that wlll be larger than the cu rrent
COB or even the CSlJI'CB?
GO: This Is what we are thinking.
The lndJgenous people are a majortty. There
aremoreofusthantherearewagedworkers.
and waged workers are not the only people
to be represented. We think there wlll be
Interesting discussions wtth other workers'
organ.tzatlons.
SAIIC: What Is your oplnton about
women's participation In the lndJgenous
Peoples' Meeting?
GO: This Is a topic that wlll have to
be discussed by women. There Is a large
women 's organJ?.atlon which Is a part of the
Campeslno Confederation. But as Is the
casewtth Indigenous people. the Campes!no
Confederatlondoesnot adequatelydealwtth
the problems ofwomen . Their partiCipation
as women and as Indian women In thelndJgenous Peoples' Meeting wlll be extremely
tmportant.
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Aymaras Replace Peasant
Union with Traditional
Ayllu Federation
IntheruralconununltyofSanAndres
de Machaca, ln the Ingavt Province of the
Department of La Paz. traditional forms of
SOCial and politiCal organiZation have prevalled over the nation-state proposals to assimilate Indigenous cultures.
FollOWing the reconunendatlonsofthe
October 1992 National Congress of the Confederation of Campeslno Unions of Bollvta,
csurcs. areglonalcongressgatheredonAprU
10-11. 1993,ln the proVince ofingavt. Four
hundred and fifty Indigenous campes!no delegates, angry at established political parties
of the left and the rlght who had manipulated
their leaders In the past centwy. unanlmouslyvoted to dissolve theformercampes!no
union and replace It with a Federation of
Ayllus and Indigenous Nations.
GtMro Oliver continued

SAIJC: Would you like to add anything
to thls InterView?
GO: lwouldllketolet people know that
thls kind of direct lntervtew with a true
representative of an Indigenous community
allows others to learn about what 1s really
happening In thoseconununltles. 'n"avellngln
Europe. we have found that Invited political
representatives are often people diSengaged
from the Indigenous Peoples. Many no longer
live nor know what 1s happening In the communities themselves.
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Paulino
Guarachi. executive
secretary of the
CSUTCB.
and
Florenclo Mendoza of
theTupaqKatariFederatlon attended the
congress but only as
guests.Thelndfgenous The province oflngavi is rei!ISfoting its 1ndigenous
campes!nos of San autlwritit s
Andres de Machaca
discussed how traditional Aransaya and
Ur!nsaya sections of the conununlty have
relnStltutedaconununalreglmewheremallku
and momata'qua. the Indigenous authorities.
follow the ancient dictates of thelr ancestors.
Political power has also been restored to the
elders of the conununlty.
The native authorities believe that the
Anuqara. UWlk'u. and sallka, corrupt local
politicians of the past. had betrayed the community by selllng the political positions of the
traditional authorities to national political
parties. 'The result was the transformation of
thelndlgenousconununlty!ntoanurbandomlnatedappendlxofthe nation-state. which has
only sporadiCally answered the needs of the
community Itself."
Conununity representatives at the
congress agreed to end all alllll.ation with
political parties, speak and Write AymaraSpanlsh and respect cultural traditions.
Source: Aqul La Paz, Bo!Cvta
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