
O R G A N I Z ATI ON A ND CO MM UN I C ATI O N 

Filling The Gap With 
Abya Yala Fund 

The first foundation in the Western Hemisphere 
run by and for Indigenous People of South 
and Meso America. 

I ndigenous representatives from 
Mexico, South America, Central 
America and North America 

have established a new fund to sup­
polt Indigenous communities and 
organi?.ations that are organizing 
to guarantee the survival of our 
people. 

A group of prominent 
Indigenous men and women have 
formed this Fund with the goal of 
enabling Indigenous conununities 
to achieve self-reliance through 
locally-initiated improvement 
eff01ts. The Abya Yala Fund pro­
vides critical training in organiza­
tional development, communica­
tions, administration, fund-raising 
and project management. The 
Fund also gives grants and loans 
for small-scale community projects 
emerging from Indigenous commu­
nities and their organizations. 

"We created the Fund due to ou1· 
perception that a 'vide gap of com­
munication and understanding 
exists between international fun­
ders and development agencies and 
Indigenous communities," said 
Leonardo Vite1·i, a Quichua from 
Ecuador and boa~·d member. There 
is also a great need for organi?.a­
tional development among 
Indigenous communities that tradi­
tional funding sources are not 
addressing. 

To fill these gaps, Abya Yala 
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Fund wo1·ks through local contacts 
to discuss directly with Indigenous 
people their priority issues and 
needs. By working with existing 
organizations and community pro­
jects, the Abya Yala Fund enables 
local residents to define their own 
pl"iorities and helps the community 
access technical and financial 
resources. 

On May 4-7, 1995, Abya Yala 
Fw1d held its second meeting in 
Oakland, California, with board 
members fl·om South and Meso 
America as well as advisors from 
North America attending. In that 
meeting, the board developed a 
five-year plan for the organization. 

The Abya Yala Fund has ah·eady 
1·eceived many proposals from 
Indigenous communities working 
on projects to protect the envii·on­
ment, land rights, human rights; to 
address women's issues; to support 
education projects; a11d to maintain 
the cultw·al integrity and spiritual­
ity of Indigenous Nations. 

Nilo Cayuqueo, a Mapuche from 
Argentina and a founding member 
of the South and Meso American 
India11 Rights Center (SAJIC), and 
Atencio L6pez, a Kuna from 
Panama, are the Co-dii-ectors of the 
Abya Yala Fund. Luis Macas, a 
Quichua from Ecuador and \vinner 
of the 1994 Goldman Envii-onmental 
Award, as well as other Indigenous 

leade1-s f1-om across the Americas 
are on the Board. Amalia Dixon, a 
Miskitu f1-om Nica~·agua and mem­
ber of the Board of Directors, will 
help promote the Fund in the US. 

Abya Yala Fund has estab­
lished an office in Oakland, 
California, with the support of 
SAIIC. Until Abya Yala Fund 
receives its own non-p1·ofit status, 
the San F1·ancisco-based Tides 
Foundation 'viii be its fiscal spon­
sor. Abya Yala Fund has estab­
lished contact with foundations 
and individuals who are very sup­
portive of this unique initiative. In 
addition, the Fund has become a 
member of foundation networking 
organizations such as Native 
Americans in Philanthropy, 
Hispanics in Philanthropy, and the 
National Network of 
Grantmakers. 

Monetary contributions are 
greatly needed for p1-oject support 
and operations. The Fund is also 
seeking the donation of computers 
and modems, in order to facilitate 
regular communication with Board 
members and local contacts in 
Mexico, Central and South 
America. Please send tax­
deductible donations or informa­
tion requests to: Abya Yala Fund, 
clo Tides Foundation, P 0 Box 
28386, Oakland, CA 94604, Tel/Fax 
(510) 763-6553. f:l 
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