The Confederatlon of Indian Nations of Ecua-
dor (CONAIE) and the National Indigenous
‘Organization of Colombia (ONIC) denounce
Latin America’s proposed celebrations of the “Dis-
covery of America.” They are initiating the devel-
opment of a stronger network of Indian nations to
protest all official government celebrations and
are asking international supporters to do the
same.

As the year 1992 approaches, the government
of Spain, the Vatican, and certain Latin American
countries will be planning spectacular fiestas to
commemorate what they entitle, ”The Meeting of
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the day of October 12, 1492 was a sad day forjall
Indian people. From that day on began the viofent
conquest and forced religious conversion whose
impact is still felt today.

According to CONAIE and ONIC, the main
objectives are:

(1) To organize a massive counter-campaign
led by various Indian Nations to denounce t
government-endorsed celebrations of “The Meet-
ing of Two Worlds” and the “Discovery of
America.”

(2) To provide an avenue for debate and public
opinion regarding the real significance of 500
years of European conquest in Latin America.

(3) That the campaign of “500 Years of Indian
Resistance”” draw political strength among the
Indian people of Ecuador and Latin America to
address the 500 years of exploitation, oppression,
colonialism and ethno-cultural domination by
Western European civilization.

4) To declare 1992 as the year of Self-
Determination of all Indian peoples and the right
access of their land and territories.

) That the counter-celebration mobilization
paign become one of the highest forms of
tical expression for Indian people of Ecuador,
ombia and all of Latin America.

(6} o develop the political consciousness of
ian people and strengthen their organizations
e able to construct and function within a new
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CONAIE and ONIC have both established
commissions which will coordinate the activities
and research necessary to accomplish these goals
of such unprecedented magnitude. For those
interested in actively participating in this histori-

cal campaign, please contact the SAIIC office for

more information.
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12de Octubredia de lainvasioncolonialista
11492 iniciodela destruccion de los pueblos indios.
No a la celebracion de 500 anos de crimen contra la humanidad
1992 ano de |a Autodeterminacion de las Nacionalidades Indias.
~ 500 anos de resistencia y luchaii
The 12th of October—the day of the colonlal invasion
1492 began the destruction of the Indlan Peoples
No to the celebration of 500 years of crime against humanity
1992 the year of Sel-determination for Indian Nations
500 years of resistance and struggle!

500 Afnos de Resistencia

We Stand in Honor

Red Nations of Women

Warriors

Children

A Continent of War Cries

Echo in Hollow Caverns

Chaco, Kollasuyo, Ouro Preto, Potosi
Veins of Land in Our Hands

Obscure Eyes of Endurance

We Speak with the Heart of the Earth
Our Drums, Our Songs, Our Words, Our
Movement

We are Many Indian Nations, One People
We Speak in the Spirit of Resistance.
Gina Pacaldo




