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Drug Trafficking and 
Strip Searches Place 
Wayu Women in Peril 
The following statement regarding "La Requisa lntima"-The Strip Search. was made 
by Dalla Duran of the Indigenous Movement for National Identity CMOIIN). and 
appeared in IWGIA 

T he Way(l people have lived on 
Guajira Peninsula between 
Colombia and Venezuela since 

before the Spanish arrived on this conti· 
nent. This coastal and semi·desert territo· 
ry of vast planes is the home of our matri­
lineally organized society. Way(l women 
are the axis of this society: inheritance 
and the last name follow the mothers line. 
Women:S presence and participation arc 
fundamental in the development and 
continuity of each clan . Nonetheless. in 
the last few years, the menace of drug 
trafficking has begun to shake the foun­
dation of our community and the position 
of women Within it. 

In contrast to many other regions of 
South America, drugs arc neither grown. 
nor processed in Guajirn. However. our 
location , which for years kept us isolated 
from European innucnces and the mis­
sions. has today become our biggest prob­
lem . Over the last twenty years, the 
Guajira has been converted into a giant 
landingsuip and a port of transit for ships. 
Drugs arc launched from here to the drug 
consuming countries of the world . 

Drug trafficking has had more than a 
transitOT)' presence. Huge quantities of 
money have allractcd cheap labor to the 
region: men • women and children act as 
guards for the landing strips and illicit 
ports which appear and disappear as if 
by magic on the savannas and coasts. 
Dntgs are stored in the workers' houses, 
involving entire families in this activity. 
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The quanlllles of money paid to the 
workers transforms our communities' 
traditional values. Our society's mea· 
sured balance with the environment, 
based on taking only what is necessary 
from our habitat, is evaporating. At the 
same time. violence has grown. as has 
the nun1ber of anns-which are required 
in the functioning of the drug trade. 
Thus, the model of life based on respect 
for women and on strong commu· 

"mules" work should be stopped. we can­
not accept the treatment that our women 
receive daily on crossing the border check 
points. The searches that arc carried out 
are inhuman and undignified. The 
national guard. police and customs offi­
cials assume that every woman dressed in 
traditional clothing or having our features 
is a .. mule." During these searches, even 
women~ genitals are examined in small 

nity solidarity is at risk. For five 
centuries, women have exercised a 
fundamental role in the defense of 
our traditions along the long road 

"For five centuries. women have 
exercised a fundamental role in 
the defense of our traditions ... • 

of European colonization. and the 
place of women emerged strength-
ened by this process. Despite the 
Spanish conquistadors' plundering o f 
our society, it never uprooted the status 
of women in WayU society. 

Throughout the world, drug traffick­
ers use '"mules .. to transport small quanti· 
ties of drugs from one spot to another. 
Here, drugs need only be carried the few 
kilometers from Colombia to the frontier 
cities of Venezuela. In this activity, Way(l 
women are in demand for their stamina, 
audacity and capacity to overcome fear. 

Nonetheless, the government's actions 
to arrest violence generated by the drug 
trade have put Indigenous people at the 
center of a connict which. in many cases, 
jeopardizes women the most. Even 
though we understand that the authori­
ties reaction is logical, and that the 

cubicles in front of the other traveling 
companions and without any kind of san· 
itary control. Only the poor and humble 
\VayU women who travel by truck or bus 
are searched in this way. Those who trav. 
el in private cars are not affected. 

h is no exageration to call these strip 
searches a violation of our fundamental 
rights. The searches violate our dignity as 
human beings, it is not only an ass.'luh on 
our morality, but only exposes the popu­
lation to venereal diseases and con­
tributes to the deteriorating physical. 
emotional and mental health of the Way(l 
women. We hope that this statement 
causes renection on this issue. as our 
people are living under inhuman condi­
tions under the indifferent glances of the 
authorities. ~ 
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Indigenous People's Alliance <IPA> Update 
Indigenous Peoples Alliance (IPA) members auended the 

Tohono O'odham Human Rights Conference in Sells. Arizona, 
on july 29-30 in the lohono O'odham Nation, extending 
alliances across the Mexico/U.S/Canada borders. Following the 
conference in Sells, the IPA convened in Phoenix for a strategy 
and planning meeting on Aug. I. Representatives from 
Tonanrzin, Indigenous Environmental Network, En'owkin 
Center, and Peace and Dignity Project auended. The draft prin­
ciples for the CONIC constitutional convention were distributed 
for cotnment and discussion on recruitment strategy undenak· 
en. Members were updated on the situation in Chiapas by 
Marcos Perez Gomez from ORIACH (Organizacion Regional de 
los Altos de Chiapas). 

For' mon: information. Contact: 

Tonatiern. POll24009, Phoenix Az 85074 Tel: 602- 254-5230 
Fa." 602-252-6094 

First Encounter of Maya Elders and Spiritual 
Guides in Guatemala 

Maya elders and spiritual guides met on March 13-22. 1994, 
at the different cardinal points in Tecpa'n, Guatemala. This gath­
ering wns a chance for an exchange of information on Maya 
astrology with an ernphasis on predicting cycles which can aid 
elders in their healing rituals. The Maya Calendar was a major 
point of discussion. Some people believe that the prophecies o f 
the calendar will have a great impact over the next 20 years. 

A council of elders and spiritual guides fonned at this 
encounter with the intention of unifying Indigenous communia 
ties. The panicipants also decided to invite elders from other 

Ind igenous w omen's committee meets betow the wip h&t& 
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countries to panake in the next encounter. Those pre-.sem emri. 
sioned the promotion and encouragentcnt of elders around the 
world to practice, exchange, and impan their traditional teach­
ings and healing practices. 

First Congress of Maya Education 
"The time has come that we re-initiate the cirdc of light. .... 

was the 1heme of this congress sponsored by the CH1-G 
(Council of May Education of Guatemala), Aug. 8-11, 1994, in 
Que1zahenango attended by approximately 350 Ma)'a teachers. 

In discussing 1he needs of the Maya, their reality and cosmo­
vision, spirituality and philosophy, 1he teachers recommended 
the initiation of Maya curriculum in both rural and urban areas. 
including: Mayan mathematics. astronomy, medicine, linguis· 
tics, ans. philosophy. productivity and culture. They also called 
for the opening of more schools for training bilingual Maya­
Spanish teachers, and the institutionalization of21languages by 
the Academy of Maya languages. 

Workshops to Train Indigenous Journalists 
Planned in Norway 

SAI IC·Norway representative Sebastian Lara and Sami jour­
nalist Unni Wenche Gronvold are establishing an Indigenous 
journalists Project in Oslo, Norway. The p roject will o rganize 
training workshops for Indigenous journalists from throughout 
the conrinent. These workshops will strengthen the 
lntemalional Association of Indigenous Press (AlPIN) which is 
currently broadcasting from Mexico City. SAIIC-Norway is seek­
ing economic assistance from governments who are sponsoring 
to 1he U.N. Decade for Indigenous Peoples, as well as from the 
Spanish News Agency EFE. The Foreign Relations Office of the 
Norwegian government is now swdying SAllC·NorwayS pro· 
posal. This project will enable more Indigenous journalists to 
repon on their own struggles. 

F4r m4rt infonnatlon and to send a$$fSrancc: 

SAIIC-Norge. Torgatta 34.0183 Oslo. Norw.>y 

Free Workshops For the Women of La Quebrada 
de Humahuaca, Argentina 

The women of Quebrada de Humahuaca Province. in the 
Republic of jujuy, Argentina. have been organizing. Recently, 
this work included designing new practical components for the 
States educational system, including the prac1ice of preserving 
fruits and vegetables, weaving, hcahh education, ceramics. 
music and dance, and especially the recuperation of their native 
language Kechua. This project results from free workshops orga­
nized independently by women in various localities. Also the 
educational amhorities. OIGEMAS. and the Ministry of Culture 
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and Education all included the women~ proposals into the state 
system. 

The workshops' primary objectives have been to achieve incen­
tives for panicipation through collective organiz .. 'l.tion. incentives 
for production based on a subsistence oconomy, incorporation of 
modem techniques, re-valuation and advancement of the culture, 
recovery of the native tongue. Kcchua. and improving the standard 

of li'""&· 
For mort: infotmalion~ 

J~ de Ia lglesia/2238-Cu)"'ya·Son Salvador de 
jujuy Rcp~blica Argcntin.V Tel: 29605 

Ecuadorian Indigenous Women's 
Forum 

The forum was held between july and 
Sept. . in preparation for the Fourth Women$ 
Conference. Women from the Quichua. Slmar, 
Achuar. Siona, Cofan, Secoya, lioao. Awa, 
Chachi, Tsachi and Huancavilcas prepared the 
document "Women of Yesterday, Women of 
Today, Always 'Women, \Ve weave the Fmure 
of Our People .. which analyzes their situation 
within the communmes and within 
Ecuadorian society in general. They demand 
recognition of the different Indigenous nation· 
alities within a Plurinational state, demarca· 
tion of Indigenous territories, and the granti· 
ng of communal ownership over them. 

At the same time, they requested govern· 
ment attention to improving agricultural and 
anis..·m production and commercialization. 
better infrastruc-ture. education and health 
services. They also demanded respect for 
Indigenous peoples human rights and the par· 
ticipation or women in the processes that 
affect them. 

For more informa!lon, or ro obtain tilt meeting~ final 
dccumcm: 

Agel'lcia latino:uncrica.na de 1nfonnaci6n 
(ALAI). Casilla 17-12-$77. Quito. Ec\lador. Av. 
12 de oetubre 622 y Paula. Edificio 6ossano. Of. 
503. Tel: (593) 2 505 074 Fax: (593) 2 505 073 

First Regional Encounter of 
Mapuche Women in Chile 

The Mapuche Zomo Ni Unel Xawl"' (First 
Regional Encounter of Mapuchc Women) was 
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organized by the Coordinating Commiuee of Mapuche Women\; 
Institutions of the IX Region on Sept. 5. Participants worked to 
analyze a number of fundamental cultural concepts in order to 
understand and implemem them from an Indigenous perspec· 
tive. Concepts like Mapuche identity; health and its relation to 
the sacred: education. and its relation to wisdom~ the exercise of 
memory and precision~ were central themes of the discussion. 
Finally they addressed the situation of Indigenous women who 
cominue to live in the communities as well as those who have 
migrated. 


