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or centurics, perhaps even mil-

lions of vears. the Xavante peo-

P,

[ like other '|mi||51r.'|'.lLl.- pLo-

ple around the world, have been devel-
oping a different way of being in the
world, building their own unique identi-
ty, their own unigue culiure

They have learned from the stories,
passed down by their ancestor from a
time immemorial, how to think about the
world and how to relate o evenything
that exists around them, alive and myste-
rious. They have learmed 10 move
between the vast countryside and the
dense forests learning aboutl each ani-
mal, each plant, each star andd constella-
tion, cach movement of the sky, and the
river, in complete harmony and connec-
tion  with everything around them
I.!LLI]‘}: I’:L"'I'I nature - .H'II:I Ih'l:llllll::l?._'| -
everything that they need for survival
food, shelier, color and beauty, medicine

for the body and spirit

The unigque Xavanie identity 15
marked by the haircuts that distinguish
them from any other nation in the world,
by their rich and sophisticated language,
by the custom of removing cyelashes and
evchrows, by the richly elaborate body
paintings done for each ceremony, by the
spngs that emerges lrom dreams, by the
umique dances and games that unites the
people in strong, unificd movements,
capable of shaking the ground of the for-
est. This is the people of Auwe Uptabi,
true people, Xavante people of the Serra
do Roncador

The first encoumter with the “warazu’
- whites - occurred 2 centuries ago, when
they entered the central-castern pan of
Brazil in search of gold and precious
stones. Alter a tentative coexistence with
the whites, that ended in ambush and
massacre of hundreds of Xavantes, the
Auwe people decided 10 avold contac
with the “warazu®. They retreated deep
into the forests, seeking out in their tra-
dittonal werritonies places that had not ye1
been invaded

For close 1o two hundred years, they
had lived in relative peace, with a few
confromtations, but still maimaining their
autonomy. By the beginning of the
19405, new attacks from the invaders,
now much more aggressive and well
organized, brought warfare, death and
suffering to the Auwe Uptabi

The past 50 years have been a period
of danger, threats and fear. But this huni-
ing people have leammed how to cope
with the predators that have continued 1o
invade their territories again and again
In looking for ways 1o maintain peace, 1o
pacify the “warazu®, they leamed how 1o
creale new lorms of coexisience and sur-
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The great chiel Ahopoen, leader ol
this Xavante community, guided his peo-
ple through contact, believing that peace
with the whites would be the only way 1o
ensure the survival of the Auwwe people.
These warriors decided to control  their
territories with complete autonomy,
decided w0 present themselves 1o the
“warazu” through their own culiune
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Cars, with their strange and continu-
ous tracks on the ground, are no longer a
mystery to the Xavante people. The youth
of the village learn to drive Toyotas,
trucks and tractors with ease. Technology
such as video cameras, recorders, solar
panels, radio transmitters does not fright-
en. them. They are confident in their
capabilities, ancestral memory and
sophisticated analytical reasoning.

The wvillage of Pimentel Barbosa,
which was [irst comacted over 50 years
ago, has been able 1o successfully main-
tained its traditions by resisting the
enirance ol missionaries, government
agencies and interference from the out-
side world. With the strong leadership of
the great chiel Ahopoe, this village has
created strategies 1o maimtain a peaceful
coexistence with the “warazu.” They
decided 1o choose a group of youth 1o
leave the village 1o study and live with the
whites, to learn the language and cus-
toms, returning later, possessing this
knowledge, to work inside the communi-
ty and strengthen the traditions of the
culture.

In the 19805, with the continuing dis-
appearance of ammals for hunting, the
elders voiced their concems about the
future of the people and the tradiions.
With the help of the knowledge gained
by the youth, whe had been prepared in
the “world ol the warazu,” the Xavantes
created the Jaburu Project, a research and
Management project set up 10 guaraniee
the continuance of hunting in the territo-
ry now enclosed by ranches.

In the last 4 years, The Xavantes, in
pannership with the “Nuacleo de Cullura
Indigena” (an Indigenous NGO),
launched the first Indigenous music CD
in Brazil - “Etenhirtipd - Traditional
Songs of the Xavante.” The record was
recorded in the village, with professional
equipment, and the songs were registered
in the name of the village, guaranteeing
the payment directly to the authors.
Several additional projects came out of
the Xavante’s first CD. One was a collab-
oration with the rock band Sepultura on
their latest record “Roots” A successful
music video was also created to publicize
the Etenhiritipa record, and was exhibit-
ed at Indigenous film festivals in the
United States, Mexico and Europe.
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Even with all these contacts from the
exterior world, the young men continue
o be traditionally prepared in HO (the
singles house) for years. They maintain
close contact with their godfathers and
continue to learn the ancestral traditions.
They are taught in this way until the time
when their ears are pierced, marking the
transition (rom a child to an adult, and
their entrance into the life of a warrior.

Puring their apprenticeship, the
young men follow the animal tracks in
their hunting games, They pamup@.h in
the solidarity game
which requires run-
ning with large palm
tree logs, and also in
the secret initiation
ceremonies  where
the real world ceases
10 exisL.

Maybe it is diffi-
cult for outsiders to
understand the
complexities of the
CONLEMPOTrary
Xavanie culture. The
clothes, the t-shirns
and caps with
English inscriptions
that no ene reads or
understands,  the
machines that FUMAI (the Brazilian gov-
ernment agency for Indigenous people)
lelt when they tried to create an
Indigenous development project there...
These things mean nothing when the
elders join together everyday, 1o greet the
arrival and the departure of the sun, 1o
exchange their impressions of the world
on a daily basis, 10 discuss the path o the
future, The “ward”, the advice from the
adult males, is the strongest institution in
the village and is responsible for giving
direction and continuing the daily tradi-
Lons.,

It is here that the elders discuss the
confrontation between the Xavante com-
munity and the culture of “progress.”
This conflict can be seen at the “Rio das
Mortes™ (River of Death), a drainage
channel from the neighboring ranches
and a exportation corridor for Mercosul.
For the Xavante people, the river is the
fountain of life, of stones and histories,
and must remain full of fish, sheltering
and feeding many animals, people,
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plants, memerics. A human being alive,
with a past and a future, this is the way c:n{
Auwe Uptabi

In pannership with the Nucleo de
Cultural Indigena, the Xavante people are
organizing a big event for the middle of
1998, called “Xavante - 50 Years of
Contact.” This work has reunited various
generations from the villages, the clders
who panticipated in the contact with the
“warazu” in 1946 and the youth and chil-
dren that have already mastered [west-
ern] writing and drawing skills. Everyone

has been working
.i' together with the
« (& recorders and video
écamrms and partic-
" ipating i the effort
te register the histo-
ry of this period for
the present and for
the future.
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This event  will
bring ogether pho-
tographs of the ini-
tial contact between
the Xavantes and
the “warazu,” along
with original draw-
ings, lexts, and
objects. A group of
25 warriors will give
singing and dancing performances and
traditional rituals and ceremonies will be
presented as well. Also on the dgenda are
plans to make a documentary, a bilingual
book in Xavante/Portuguese and a CD
ROM.

The Xavante people of Pimentel
Barbosa live in an Indigenous reserve
called “Rio das Mortes,” that shelters 3
other villages in the state of Mato Grosso,
in central-eastern Brazil. Six more
reserves of the Xavante people still exists,
approximately toaling 60 villages and a
population_of more than 4 thousands
Inclians,
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