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NEVADA 

United States Invasion of 
Shoshone Land 

Forllvedays, November 19-24,1992. 
the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLMJ 
Invaded Western Shoshone territory In Ne· 
vada. stating Its Intention to round up ·unau • 
thortzed horses· found graztng on ·public 
lands-. Two hundred and forty-siX horses 
were rounded up. of which 40 were tended by 
Mary and Carrie Dann and 229 were wUd. 

On the first day of the round up 
Shoshone elder Cllfford Dann. father of the 
two sisters. was Injured while trying to block 
the confiscation of the horses. 1n desperation. 
he dowsed himself with gasoline declaring. 
"by taking away our livestock and our lands 
you are taking away our lives.- He was subse­
quenUycharged with assault on federal offic­
ers. Through this action the BLM not only 
stole the horses from land which belongs to 
the Western Shoshone. as recognt7.ed by the 
Treaty of Ruby Valley, but the government 
also VIolated Its own Federal WUd Horse and 
Burro Act which regulates removal of wUd 
horses. 

Durtng hJS trial. Cllfford's only wit· 
ness was an expert In ethnological Jurispru­
dence who testlfled that existing law pre­
cluded the U.S. Court's Jurisdiction In West­
em Shoshone territory. This was the defense 
strategy. because Cllfford preferred to be con­
VIcted rather than ·get off' on a technicality. 
On March 3. 1993 Cllfford Dann was con­
VIcted and Imprisoned. The Western Shoshone 
Defense Project Is organiZing a demonstration 
to coincide with Cllfford's sentencing hearing 
In Reno on May 17, 1993. ThecrttlcaljuriSdlc· 
tiona! Issues w111 serve as the basts for an 
appeal. 

Since 1773, theTreatyofRubyValley 
confirms the Shoshone Indians' "juriSdic­
tion.· whUe arguably surrendering legal -title­
to the land over which that Jurtsdlctlon still 
extsts.ln 1863 the Western Shoshone Nation 
signed a treaty of Peace and Friendship with 
the United States that granted rtghts of pas­
sage to U.S. ctt.lzens without glvtng up the 
land. Since Its ratlfleatlon In 1869, this docu· 
ment delineates the boundaries of Western 
Shoshone territory. However. the presiding 
judge In the Dann case has decided not to 
acknowledge that "title" and "Jurisdiction· are 
dliTerent legal concepts. Even though so far 
the U.S. govemmenthasfalled to produce any 
eVIdence of documents gtvtng the U.S. title to 
the land. 

The Jurtsdlctlonal and "title- tssues 
are convoluted with a claim of U.S. purchase 
ofland from the Shoshone In 1872. This claim 
was made by a Bureau oflndlan AffairS (BIA) 
puppet ·representing the Interests" of the 
Shoshone and who also benefited financially 
from the agreement. Even If the Shoshone 
wanted to give up their land. the only date It 
could be said they gave up title to thetr land 
was In 1979, when the Indian Claims Com· 
misSion granted the award to the BIA htred 
attorney "representing" the Shoshone. Even 
according to this agreement. the Shoshone 
should be paid approximately $40 bUllon and 
not the $21 mUll on. the 1872 prtce of the land. 
which Is what the U.S. wants to pay. However. 
the land has not been sold and Is not now for 
sale. When the Shoshone found that they had 
been deceived. they refused to accept the 
money. 
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