
Government expansioni~t policies continue to 
threaten Indian lands in the Ecuadorian Amazon~ 
Land has been expropriated for African. palm 
cultivation and oil exploration. Areas which have 
traditionally been Indian territories have been 
declared "tierras baldias," or vacant lands, thus 
allowing for colonization and exploitation. 

The Ecuadorian Institute of Agrarian Reform 
and Colonization (IERAC) has declared all 
Amazon land as "vacant" despite the fact that 
their own representative in the Amazonian Coca 
region has testified that there are no vacant lands 
in his jurisdiction. At the same time Siona and 
Secoya Indians have found that lands for which 
they were in the process of obtaining legal title 
have been erased from the maps of the IERAC and 
preliminary work for the establishment of palm 
plantations has been undertaken in that same 
territory. 

An additional result of the IERAC's declaration 
that "in the Ecuadorian Oriente (Amazon) there is 
land for anyone willing to work it" has been a. 
wave of migration of landless peasants to that 
region. The situation has aggravated ethnic ten
sions and has led to land invasions and, at times, 
armed hostilities. 

Since 1983 the area of the Ecuadorian Aillazon 
open to oil exploration and extraction has more 
than doubled and now includes majorcenters of 
indigenous settlement. On May 4,1987, the Ecuad
orian State Petroleum Corporation·( CEPE) signed 
a contract with a consortium of oil companies to 
explore and exploit petroleum in an area greater 
than 650 square miles in the central Ecuadorian 
Amazon which is presently inhabited by the 
Huoarani Indians. CONFENIAE, the Confedera
tion of Amazonian Indian Federations in Ecuador 
pointed out that the invasion of Huoarani terri
tory by the oil companies is part of a larger pattern 
in which the present government is delivering 

Indian land to multinational corporations, coloni
zation, and petroleum interests. 

CEPE has awarded seven concessions for oil 
exploration in more than 4,500 square miles of the 
Ecuadorian Amazon to petroleum companies or 
consortiums. As a result oil workers have 
expanded onto Indian territory on a scale not 
experienced before. They are cutting exploration 
paths on lands inhabited by Runa and Hwiarani, 
and building access roads when oil is discovered. 
Less than half of the Runa communities have land 
title, and the threat of colonization and land inva
sion presented by the above-mentioned policy of 
declaring Amazonian land "vacant' is increased 
when roads are b11ilt into their territory. 

In response, Indian organizations have begun 
a· program of demarcating their own lands using 
native people trained in surveying and 
topography. 

Salasaca Quichua 

''Bloodthirsty savages!" 'We have to punish 
the·savages!n '1ndian idiots!'' ~these and similar 
attacks, broadcast ··live over local radio stations 
and through local media, continue to be directed 
against the Salasaca Qui chua, a small Indian com
muriity in the central highlands of Ecuador. 

The Salasacas live near a highway that cuts 
their valley in half. In 1934, the Salasacas fought 
against the construction of the highway that vio
lated their chosen isolation from outsiders. Since 
that time the. Indian people along the highway 
have been the constant victims of robberies and 
car accidents, but when they have complained to 
local police about the robberies and the hit-and
run killings, no investigation or prosecution has 
ever been carried out. 

On June 5th an angry faction of the Salasacas 
reacted to this frustration by killing two men who 
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