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Hundreds of Indigtii()US people and supporters gaJher 
at the UN for the opening Year Indigenous Peoples, Dec. 1992 

UNITED NATIONS DECLARES 

A DECADE OF 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 

During the United Nations World Con 
ferencc of Human Rights tbat took 
place in Vienna last June, many In· 

digen.ous Organizations including CONIC, 
proposed to tbe Conference to declare a UN 
Decade of Indigenous Peoples. Nobel laure­
ate, Rigobena Mencbu bad also proposed the 
Decade in her speech. 

The General Assembly oftbe United Nations 
on its fony eighth session approved the "Inter­
national Decade of the World's Indigenous 
People". 
The Decade was proposed by the Austmliao 
Government and seconded by the govern­
ments of Canada, Bahamas, Barbados, Bo­
livia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, 
El Salvador, Grenada, Grcccc, Guatemala, 
Guyana, Marshall Islands, Jamaica, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Norway, New Zealand, Peru, 
Dontinican Republic, Surinam and Trinidad 
and Tobago. 
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Several Indigenous representatives lobbied 
tbe government delegates trying to get sup­
pun for the Decade. Rigohcrta Mencbu ad­
dressed tbe General Assembly of tbe UN. 
Atencio Lopez of tbe United Kunas for 
Napguana was representing CONIC, also 
Alejandro Argumedo, Quecbua from Peru 
and Board member of SAIIC was present. 

One of the Considemtions of the Resolutions 
read: "Recalling its resolution proclaiming 
1993 as tbe Year of tbe World's Indigenous 
People, with a view to strcngthc.ning interna­
tional coopcmtion for the solution of prob­

The United Nations also suggested that before 
and during the sessions of the Working Group 
on Indigenous Populations that will take place 
in Geneva from July 25th to the 29th, 1994, 
Indigenous representatives would b<lconsulted 
in order to plan the activities of the Decade. 

The United Nations bas established a Volun­
tary Fund for Indigenous Populations to pro­
vide financial assistance to representatives of 
Indigenous communities and organizations in 
order to enable them to paiticipate in the 
meeting of the Working Group. In 1993 over 
30 panicipants were supponed by tbe Fund. 

lems faced by Indigenous People in the areas .----------------. 
of, human rights, the environment, develop­
ment, education and health .. ." 
Proclaims: The International Decade of the 
World's Indigenous People, starting on De­
cember I 0 of I 994, and reserving the period 
between January 1st and December 9tb for 
Planning tbe Decade .. ." 

Furlber infon:nalloa and opplkatioa forms 
can be oblaiood by writing to: 

Volwrtary Fund for Indlgoooos Populolloas 
Unlt.d Nllion$, Polals des Nalloas 
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