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IN MEMORIAM: FRANCISCO 
MENDES FILHO (1944-1988) -- I\ 1 

On December.22,1988, "Chico'' Mend~~~~ 
President· oftheRubber Tappers' Uriio!L,ei~~ 

· Xapurl,Acre, was gurined down by an as,sa~,5l 
sin hired by cattle ranchers~ During his Jiffl~~i 
tiille, Chico Mendes worked to forge<·~~ 
alliance between rubber tappers and I114!~t 
genous people of the Amazon, viewing b?:S!i:'l 
groups as com:mon .victims of the predatocy~l 
d~stt;JCtion ()f th~rainforest. Chico 1\1e~d~if~J 

.·. . ... . ~veson through a new fuundationi;n,Y 
his'nam.e which will support the !llbb~j 

:'tappers' struggle. . . ,,i;~~:1l 
, ,: ~" ' :: :' ',/~<f\~>' 

A<:corarngto. ChicoMendes/Tthinktf{i~j 
,~~·~~ .. "~· thaf we are starting to bring.§tQl 

. . . .· ~lli~ce .. ofthe peoples oftl{~J 
raJmtlJtest is what \consider to be on~ qf t~~;J 
ttu)StiJ:rlpcrrtaJnt f>teps forward in thes · • '· 

· .·. •. · . 6f;\ma26nia. .· .•.• , ••..• · ••• 

Chico Mendes worked to forge an Alliance of the 
1llote }han ·10(1 years~ the rub ,. , 

.tal)p(~rsw~re ttsed by .their posses h~~:J.~J 
Peoples of the Amazon. 

© 1989 Aguirre/Switkes/ AMAZONIA . .. · .... ·. ·. ·. as slaves... used ag~inst tl:~e~g~::~ 
<illS, . IU~ssacre those Indians whoweref1:1¢;i 

·legithnate o.vnersofthese forests. !odai•~l 
important·· awakening has .takeri p~~~:d I 
where the Indian ahd the seringueiro.ha'ie.i ! 
I\OW discovered thattheyarenot enemie(~:il 

<that it was those who caused this fighfitlg! . 
. who were the ~eal enem. ies then--,and.f~ .. 1~.J~.I 
the real enemtes today are those who,'~ . 
d~vouring and devastating our rainf()te~f&.l~ ' 

· andwho want to finish off Amazonia.". · ;;~, I 
Chico Mendes: wor~ lives onthroug;~~~.i 1 

new foundation. in.his name which.~;/ 
supp()rt the rubber. tappers' struggle ~:,G, 

:i[[i1:t 
WR<\TYOU CANDO: Donations may):)~l • 
sent to the. Chico Mendes FuD.d, c/o tne] 

.·Environmental Defense Fund, 257 Park!\~1 
· So., NeW Yor\<, NY10010. · . 2~~ 


