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"We are very close to the anniversary of the 500 years of conquest, destruction, and the death
of our people. We the Indians haven’t had any truce in the hard struggle for survival as ethnic

groups for our life, land, autonomy, and the right to be recognized by the national society.”
—editorial in “Unidad Alvaro Ulcué,” newspaper of the CRIC.

Late last year, the Regional Indian Council of
Cauca (CRIC) held its Eighth Congress in the area
of Tierradentro with the participation of more
than 4,000 Indian delegates from the department
of Cauca. CRIC has long been one of the strongest
Indian organizations of the Americas, and the
resolutions of its Congress show that the dele-
gates viewed problems affecting Indian people as
symptomatic of deep-rooted problems in Colom-
bian society.

According to CRIC, “the Indian movement
does not dwell on its own issues, but it is also
concerned with the rest of the Colombian people
who have been suffering massacres, arbitrary det-
entions, and assassinations by the armed
groups—whether miltary or paramilitary.

”Faced with these circumstances, the Indian
communities see the need to create mechanisms

- for unity, to organize and confront the dirty war

with which we live in this country. Equally impor-
tant are the proposals presented for the peace
plan through a national dialogue with the partic-
ipation of the government, guerrilla, civic move-
ments, political sectors, Indian and peasant
organizations, and the private sector, to look for a
way out without more bloodshed.”

Among the resolutions of the CRIC Congress
were: :
* Commission for National Affairs: “It is not wise
to enter into a general way, for this would bring
more bloodshed to all sectors, and the social and
economic consequences for the country would be
disastrous. Although the popular sectors do not
want war, they must be prepared to confront it,
for the massacres are unjustifiable. An integrated
program of agrarian reform must also be
implanted.
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Native people of Colombia face a growing wave of
E violence. s 2 i B
. The wave of violence and abuses against Native communities has increased in a country where
life often hangs by a thin thread. The motives for assassinations are varied: to rob Indian land, to
intimidate organizers, to intimidate Indians seen as collaborating with the guerrillas, and those seen
as being informants for the army; or simply because they are Indians.

The following is a list of some of the Native
people who were murdered in 1988:

Four Tukanos from the area of San José del
Guaviare;

Five Emberas in Satinga;

Fourteen Native people in Casanare;

Twelve Indians in Araracuara;

Peliberto Moniel, Alfredo Muente Ortiz, Luis
Francisco Pérez Solano, and Ignacio Penate Pérez
from San Andrés de Sotavento;

Ramon Tote from Resguardo de Coconuco;

Graciliano Matos, Cubeo;

Fmeterio Mesa Garabato, Alejandro Chirimi,
Facundo Gambato from the Comunidad Réo
Satinga, Costa Pacffica; .

Plinio Ordénez Orozco, Comunidad Indigena
del Resguardo de Jambalo;

Hernando Camayo, plus five more Indian peo-

le from Parcialidad de las Delicias, Buenos Aires.
POR EL DERECHO A LA VIDA!




