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Nicaragua's Atlantic Coast Update: 
Logging Stopped! 

T he 16th of February, Nicaragua's Environment .and 
N:nur:.\1 Rt.SO\trctS Millisuy withheld permits to SOL· 
CARSA, the Korean Lumber company, declaring their log

ging concession null and void Two rears ago. the Violcta 
Chamorro government grnnted a 153,000 acre concession to 
SOLCARSA. a subsidiary of the Korean tronsnatlonal Kum 
K)~mg (~e Abya Ya!a News. Summer 1997, Vol 10. No.3. 
Pg.34). The rainforest concession violated laws protecting the 
nght of lnd•genous <:Oml'nunities of the North Atlantic 
Atonomous Zot•e (Rt\AN) to control their natuml resour:cts. The 
recent dcdaration has. come after the Nicaraguan Supreme 
Court has ruled that the logging concesston is unconstitutional 
for a second time. The Korean logging g1ant has already paid 1 
million dollars in fines for violating logging regulations. 

For the Miskito and Sumo people. the eviction of SOI..
CARSA is the first step towards recognizing 'heir constitutional 
right to title their lands. Armstrong \Viggins, a M~skito lawrer <U 
the Indian Law Resource Ccncr s.1id that '"this was an imj>Ort.arn 
battle, hard fought ... but to keep this from happening again. we 
have to press now for the demarcation of all lndigneous lands in 
Nicaragua.'" 

lnformmion from: Rcsoutce Ctrucr of rite AmcrfcM and GlolHd 
Resp<>11se: globrrsp<>nse@igc.apc.org 

United Nations Investigates Human Rights Abuses 
Against Indigenous Peoples in the United States 

I February 1-4, Mr. Abdelfauah Amor. the UN Special 
Rapponcur of Religious Intolerance of the Unitt.-d Nntions 
Comm~ssion on liuman rughlS, l'nCl With traditional Olnch 

(N~wajo) elders to investigate charges of humatl rights violations 
by the Uniu:~d States govcmmcnL A comingem of various non· 
government organizations, most of them faith based. were 1nvlt· 
cd by the Dineh to participate in the event. More chan one: htm· 
dred people sat on the din floor of a hogan liStenit'lg tO u:sti· 
monies about rtligiotts violations. This was the firs~ time that 
the United States has ever been £onnally investigated by the UN 
for violations or the right lO freedom of rclig.ton. 

Abdelfauah Amor came in response to n fonnal complaim 
filed by the lntcn>atlonallndian Treaty Council (liT C) on behal£ 
of the Sovereign Oineh Nation of Big Mountain, Arizona focus· 
ing on forced relocation and its impacts on religious freedom. 
The religious rights of the Dineh Nauon are thrc:uencd by the 
British-owned Peabody Coal Company (PCC). the world~ 
largest pri\'Otcly-owned coal company. which operates the Black 
Mesa/Kayenta strip mine in the heart of Black Mesa. Over 4.000 
burial and sacred snes have been destroyed as a result of strip 
mining. There is no protection given to Oinch burial grounds 
and sacred sites. Members of the: t.:olnmunit)t are ba.rrtd access 
10 cenain s.1cred sites to pray. which interferes with the.ir abibty 
to practice thc1r religion. which is land~bascd and sile Sj>ecific. 

The Oineh communnyS long history Qf rtsJStance reached a 
pivotal I>Oint in 1974, when the US Congress appro,·ed the 
Navnjo-Hopi S<:ulemem Aet. The previous am:mgement of dual 
ownership of lhe lands by the Dlneh and the Hopi complicated 
the mining companies ability to seek land leases for co.1.l extr~u:· 
tion. This new law. sponsored in part by the mining indu$try, 
resulted in the £on:ed relocation of 12.000 traditional Oineh 
from their land. In 1996 the US government attempted another 
Oineh·l-lopi settlement act that offered land le:ases to a few ftun· 
i1ies while authorizing the forcible relcx-ation of those who did 
not qualify for a lease pemlit, The Oineh art feehng the pressure 
to rtsettle w oper1 1nore land for mining. 

In addition lO being the primary SOU~C of deStruction for 
traditional Oineh burial and sacred sites. the cool strip~ mine h:tS 
cr~U':d several etwlronmental problems. Tht mine threatens the 
sole sourc;e of water for the communities in the region. The coal 
from the Slack M~ mine is mixtd with ,.,:rater and ttansportcd 
273 miles through a slurry line to the Mojave Generation Station 
in laughlin. Nevad:t. To function properly. the slurry line must 
pump up to 1.4 billion g$llons of wt.\tcr each year frotn the 
Oineh aqtlifer. 

In his four·day visit , Mr. Amor heard from lndtg.cnous 
nations m Arizona on other maaers 3S well. including: the 
Un1versity of Arizol'H\'s plac:eme1\l of tcltsc:opes on tOp of Momu 
Graham , a place sacred to the Apa<:he people: urnnium mining 
on the high pl:ueatt~ of the Grand Canyon, which is s.'\cred to 
the Havasupai and many other Indigenous peoples nath•c to 
Arizona. Nevertheless. Mr. Amor refustd to validate or refute 
"''l' allegations until he h.•d time to digest the documentation 
:.md testim<m)' he had rccti"ed from more than one hundred 
and Cif~y people in his four day vish. Amor's report from lus U.S. 
vlsit will likely be: heard by lhc U.N. Commiss1on on Hum:m 
Rights in March 1999. It is possible the UN may rcle•~ the 
report to the public by the end of 1998. 

The aides to the stateS congression:t1 delegation in Arizona 
said they had never heard of Amor nor had any idea why he had 
selected AriZOI\9. tO ilwestigate the subject or re.hgious lntOicr
anct. 

For more irifomuuion please comacr: 1\tfars.ha ~\lf<mc~.rcr.sl()l, 
Consultam to So\'trtign Dine.h Nmior1. Co-Chair, NCO Huma~~ 
Rights Caucus at 'he VN Commi.ssior~ on Su.stairwble De\'elopmeru 
(718) 349-1841 
t•mail: sdmuiorJ@tarlhlhlk.P~tl 

Roraima, Brazil: 
Forest Fires Reach Yanomami Territory 

The raging fires sweeping the Amazon have r!!ached the 
Yanomami's dense jungle territory. for the past two 
months. fires set by subsis(ence fam1ers to cle:tr the1r land 

ha\'e ravaged the s.wanna highlands of Roraima state. The dcv .. · 
asuuing Orcs are coupled with one or the worst droughts the 
region has e.ver faced. Thous..1.nds of Macuxi, \V3ptxan:t. 
Taurcpangi, \Vai \ Vai, Pcmon. Maiongong and Patamona pc:o-
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