
Indigenous 
The Continental Gathering "500 Years of Indian 

Resistance," with representatives from 120 Indian Nations, 
International and Fraternal organizations, met in Quito, Ecuador 
on July 17-20, i 990. The gathering was organized by the 
Confederation of Indian Nations of Ecuador (CONAIE), the 
Organization of Indian Nations of Colombia (ONIC) and SAIIC. 
The following is the Declaration from this gathering.To order the 
English translation of the conference resolutions, please send a 
five dollar contribution to SAIIC. The North, South and Meso­
American conference participants declare before the world the 
following: 

We Indians of America have never abandonE)d our.· · .. · .. 
constant struggle against the conditions of opprE)S$iBP• discri!Tli~ 
nation and exploitation which were impose?uponw:;asl:Jire.su,lt 
of the European invasion of our ancestratwrritories. 

Our stuggle is not a mere yobJuncturat':r~fledtion~tthe 
memory of 500 years of oppressionw~i~hthe lf\W~dE,trs,Jrt 
complicity with the "democractic" gov€Jrf1rnel'lts<Bf our. countries, 
want to turn into events of jubilatio~ l:J;!Jd C€Jl~bratiop. Our 
struggle as Indian People, Nations~n~j\,!ationalitiE~sis based on 
our identity, which shall lead us tq ti'U~:Iib;~r~tiB{L WEI e.rfJ: • 
responding aggressively, and COQ'JI'J'\it?t.tr~~IVE)S, to. reject .thls_ •. 
"celebration." . • • . , 

The struggle of our i=l.?~pl$§~sa ··.· .. · ... a new q~ality 
in recent times. This struggle,i.s:JEI~~.isol!:lt~ .·•· .. ·.·· •. more 
organized. We are now complfJ:t~ly 9Phscious t~~t..our total . 
liberation can only be express~d through tne coi}lplete exerc1se 
of our self-determination. OurL!fiity is ~ased on this fundamen­
tal right. Our self-determination is not just a simple declarati\)rt 

We must guarantee thE'/~~~esslary conditions that . • 
permit complete exercise of our sel!-?e.termination;a!ld thisib1' 
turn must be expressed as complete:autcmomyforour Peoples, 
Without Indian self-government and witnoutcontrol of our 
territories, there can be no autonomy. · ·· . .. 

.,.·. . ·-

The achievement of this objective is a pnllclpal taskfbr 
Indian Peoples however, through our struggles we have learned 
that our problems are not different, in many repects, from those 
of other popular sectors. We are convinced that we must 
march alongside the peasants, the workers, the marginalized 
sectors, together with intellectuals committed to our cause, in 
order to destroy the dominant system of oppression and 
construct a new society, pluralistic, democratic and humane, in 
which peace is guaranteed. 

The existing nation states of the Americas, their 
constitutions and fundamental laws are judicial/political expres­
sions that negate our socio-economic, cultural and political 
rights. 

At this point in our struggle, one of our priorities is to 
demand a complete structural change which allows for the 
recognition of Indian people's rights to self-determination, and 
the control of our territories through our own governments. 

Our problems will not be resolved through the self­
serving politics of governmental entities which seek integration 
and ethno-development. It is necessary to have an integral 
trasformation at the level of the state and national society; that 
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is to say, the creation of a new nation. 

In this Gathering it has been clear that territorial rights 
are a fundamental demand of the Indigenous Peoples of the 
Americas. Based on these aforementioned reflections, the 
organizations united in the First ContinentaiGathering of 
Indigenous Peoples reaffirm: 

1. Our emphatic rejection of the Quincentennial 
celebration, and the firm promise that we will turn that date into 
an occasion to strengthen our process of continental unity and 
struggle towards our liberation. 

;z. Ratify our resolute political project of self-determi-
. · nationandol.lr.<'!utonomy, in the framework of nation states, 

under a new pop4larorder, with respect for whatever forms of 
organization each N?tion determines appropriate for their 
situation: · ··· 

'· ··. 

3.· Affirm our decision to defend our culture, education, 
~1'\dreligichasfub~arn~ntarto our identity as Peoples, reclaim­
ing and maint~ini119 ~yro1111n forms of spiritual life and commu­
nal coexistence; in an intirilate relationship with our Mother 
Earth. ·· .. ·· ,:: < ' :<· , 

4. ,WeJ·eJe~the manipulation of organizations which 
are linked to the dominS;ntse~tors of society and have no 
Indigenous repre.se~latatian;)llbOusurp our name for (their own) 
imperialist interest~. ~ttl'lesatn!'~ime, we affirm our choice to 
))tre.ngthen'o~to'Mn~r9?1'liz;a~ion~,,without excluding or isolating 
ourselves from pthej'popular struggles. 

5. · V\fare¢6gglzethE)>i~~ortant role that Indigenous 
women ple~.y iqthestrl.l9{ll~~ofour Peoples. We understand 
tile ne.cesslty to ~xpaqd women's participation in our organiza­

•· tiOiil) <'jrld:\Ne relaffi~J11 tliaHtis one struggle, men and women 
togethe.r1 ln opr liberatil)h.process, and a key question in our 
politlcal pre;ctiye.s. , 

< > ~; we:Jndian Peoples consider it vital to defend and 
cons~rv~ our natural resources, which right now are being 
attacked by transnational corporations. We are convinced that 
this defense will be realized if it is Indian People who administer 
and control the territories where we live, according to our own 
principles of organization and communal life. 

7. We oppose national judicial structures which are 
the result of the process of colonization and nee-colonization. 
We seek a New Social Order that embraces our traditional 
exercise of Common Law, an expression of our culture and 
forms of organization. We demand that we be recognized as 
Peoples under International Law, and that this recognition be 
incorporated into the respective Nation States. 

8. We denounce the victimization of Indian People 
through violence and persecution, which constitutes a flagrant 
violation of human rights. We demand respect for our right to 
life, to land, to free organization and expression of our culture. 
At the same time we demand the release of our leaders who 
are held as political prisoners, an end to repression, and dro 
restitution for the harms caused us. 
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